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long enough for people to believe that
that is what he is. Buoyed by this, he
now believes it himself, and has taken to
painting all the more glorious pictures in
the medium of oil paint.

Once upon a time, he chanced upon a
school called St.Mary’s in the sleepy
town of Wantage. He started popping in
there for a bit, in the evenings, to teach
the students what he knew about 
drawing and painting, and, to some
extent, about life.

When the time came for everyone to 
go their separate ways, Francis left his 
students with The Stick Man’s Guide 
to Life and Art so that they might 
remember what they had learned, and
so that their time together would not
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unmarked.
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Oxford, where he believes in magic. 
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Rarely does one stumble upon a book that has everything … means all things
to all souls, whole or stick, and changes one’s life-plight unconditionally and
irreversibly. Such a thesis
is Francis O’ Neill’s 
“The Stick Man’s Guide to 
Life and Art” – a definitive, 
humble, yet extraordinary
ready-reckoner for any 
21st Century everyperson 
committed to creative 
pursuits how ever real or 
imagined. READERS FORUM BOOK CLUB


